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As I start to compile this last edition of Club News for 2020 it is hard not to breath a sigh of relief that we are coming 
to the end of a most extraordinary year.  2020 will go down in history as the year when so many things changed in our 
country, and indeed the world. Gone are the winter holidays in warmer climes – the visits to or from friends and 
relations overseas – but we are the lucky ones.  Changes in our lives have hopefully made us more tolerant of others 
-  more caring for family, friends and neighbours – and generally more aware of world events. How lucky we are! 

With Christmas approaching, we are able to enjoy celebrations without too many restrictions, so please enjoy this 
festive season, whatever it means to you – gathering with family, friends and fellow  Rebus club members. We are not 
out of the woods yet, but I believe 2021 will be a better year because of what we have learned this year.  

“Life isn't about waiting for the storm to pass. It's about learning how to dance in the rain.”   

 

 

 

 

TAUPO MOANA REBUS CLUB 

Mary Milne was our 10-minute speaker in 
October, and she gave a very brief but full 
story on her life and family. A staunch 
Hurricanes and Wellington Lions 
supporter!!  Husband Alan was Mayor of 
the Kapiti Coast and so as Mayor and 
Mayoress they were invited guests at the 
three premiers of the Lord of the Rings 
Trilogy films in Wellington in December 
2001, 2002 and 2003, evenings were all 
very different, very glamorous and with film stars and other personalities in 
all their glitz and glitter as they walked the red carpet, each evening 
memorable it its own way !!!                               Christine Bailey, Bulletin Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB CAMBRIDGE  

Special “behind the scenes” tour of Hamilton Gardens. Wednesday 18th November at 10.00 am. Each tour group of 

approx. 12 per guide. Assuming we get about 2 groups, while one is doing the tour, the second group starts the 

refreshments at the Turtle Cafe. The cost is $30.00 per person. This includes tea/coffee and a muffin/scone at the 

restaurant after. The tour takes approx. 1 hour, plus time for the refreshments. Sturdy footwear is required. 

Our November guest speaker is Chief Police Inspector Andrew Mortimer, who will be talking about crime in the 

Waikato. 

Our Christmas lunch will be on December 10th after our Rebus meeting. At: Cambridge Golf Club. 

Steve O’Sullivan, Newsletter Editor. 
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OMANU REBUS CLUB  

Trip to Tirau: in the centre of the very fertile Waikato, we learnt that it had always 

been a good growing area even in pre-European times.  Land development began 

in the 1860’s and it was originally named Oxford (to match Cambridge further 

north), then changed to Oxford North (to save confusion with an Oxford in 

Canterbury, and finally in 1895 to Tirau which means “place of many cabbage 

trees” in Maori (although few are evident now). By then Tirau was already well 

established as a coaching stop between Cambridge and Rotorua. The centre of 

Tirau’s economy is the dairy factory, which opened in 1938.  Tirau has also  

established itself as a cultural and tourist centre, with its close proximity to Hobbiton bringing in many tourists. We 

had lunch in the “Big Sheep”, situated alongside the first creation “The Dog”, which is now the Information Centre. 

The highlight for me was Karen and Kelvin’s beautiful garden, complete with flowering trees and blossoms. Our hosts 

were awesome – morning tea was what they call “homebakes” in Shetland – scones with jam and cream, buttered 

fruit loaf and sausage rolls – all freshly made.                                                                                        Rose Coutts, Secretary. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THAMES BONANZA CLUB 

It was a relief to be back to some sense of normality last month with a return to the Richmond Village Lounge for our 

meeting.  Our Guest Speaker was a local Chemist, Keryn Gage-Brown. Instead of talking about various medicines 

applicable to our age group, Keryn decided to concentrate on the aspect of sleeping patterns and how best to prepare 

for good and regular sleep. The use of devices such as Fitbits to measure sleep patterns, and the benefits of Melatonin 

was unknown to most of us. Judging by the various questions and comments the lack of regular and deep sleep affects 

many of us.  

25th Anniversary & Christmas Dinner – 17 December 2020 

The function will be held in the Richmond Village Lounge, commencing at 11.30am. Raewyn Costello is our caterer, 

and entertainment will be provided by Brian Fisher and the Consul Country Group. A special anniversary cake has been 

ordered, including a gluten free tier.                                                                                   Gary Meek, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF FOXTON  

FOXTON REBUS MEMBERS RECIPE BOOK  for sale… ONLY $8.00. Old & new family favourites. 

Great to pop in as an extra Christmas gift. 

17th NOVEMBER MEET:  We have the opportunity to host an interesting guest speaker, Rob 

Bigwood,  who will be speaking about the River Loop Upgrade. Our Club Speaker this month is 

Barry Mabey. 

11 November Wednesday Trip:  CREATIVE INTERIORS Home Goods, Country Store Aokautere. 

Morning tea at new café. Lunch Ashhurst, Herb Farm meander. Meet at Memorial Hall at 9am, 

car pooling.                                                                                              Dereley Barry, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

RED BEACH LADIES’ REBUS CLUB  

What a great turn-out we had for our October meeting held at the Whangaparaoa Golf 
Clubroom, with its pleasant outlook across the golf course while our usual venue was 
unavailable during the lead up to the General Election.    The chef prepared a delightful 
morning tea and members thoroughly enjoyed Susan’s presentation of Charisma 
Fashion’s spring collection of colourful scarves, purses and accessories, with tips on 
ways to wear and tie them which members were keen to try and purchase for themselves 
and as Christmas gifts for friends and family.  
 



CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
Where: SNOWPLANET 
Date:  Wednesday 25 November 2020 
Time:  12 noon for 12.30pm          Cost:  $35.00 per person 
                                                                                                                                               Bobbie Wakenell, Newsletter Editor. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS WAIHEKE ISLAND  
Mini Speaker: Rose Russell spoke and showed slides in the first of two parts about Iran which she has visited on three 
occasions since the 1970s; the last time being 3 years ago. She loves the history, architecture and healthy food. The 
people are generous, welcoming and love foreigners; it is a very safe country in which to travel. Although women have 
their heads covered when out they are not all in black, many are very colourful. Iran was originally known as Persia up 
until the mid 20th Century and its language is Farsi not Arabic. The population is 84 million of which 70% now live in 
cities and towns. Islamisation of Iran took place in the 5th Century AD. There are beautiful palaces, mosques, tombs, 
ruins and shopping bazaars. 
Main Speaker: Our main speaker was Mike Lee who was Chair of the Auckland Regional Council for its last 6 years. He 
advised that the ARC was visionary in protecting productive soil from urban sprawl. But there has been a decline in 
transparency within the Council. Mike also spoke about Auckland City Council’s plans for Waiheke. They want to put 
in reticulated sewerage and intensified housing in Ostend and Oneroa. The plan is to turn it into a city suburb with 
intensive development and high rise tourist accommodation. There is a democracy and accountability deficit. 
                                                                                                                                                          Tania Sweet, Newsletter Editor. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
REBUS CLUB OF GULF HARBOUR 

Following on from the address by Riding for the 
Disabled representatives in October, a group of 
members visited the Riding for the Disabled 
establishment at Stillwater on 18th November. We 
were provided with a very generous morning tea, and 
shown the young riders enjoying their saddle-time in 
the arena, out in the bush, and in the barn. The 
dedicated volunteers take their responsibilities very 

seriously, and a collection was made to help with funds.  Lunch followed at King’s Plant 
Barn, Silverdale, on the way home. Our Guest Speaker at the November meeting was 
Penny Ashton – Owner of New World Supermarket at Stanmore Bay, who gave us a brief 
life history and very comprehensive CV, but in particular told us how they coped during 
the Covid-19 lockdown. Penny is noted for her generosity to the community, and is a 
supporter of our own Rebus Cub. I wish I had half her energy!                                      Jean McIntosh, Newsletter Editor. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
WEST AUCKLAND MEN’S REBUS CLUB  
“Being preoccupied with moving house, I have not been able to give as much care and attention to this Newsletter as I 
would normally do. I therefore apologise in advance for any shortcomings. Please bear with me.” Thus began John 
Mihaljevic’s newsletter – he nevertheless managed to produce a 15 page masterpiece!  Ed. 

 
COFFEE MORNING 
Friday 23 October saw a return visit to Huckleberry Farm, New Lynn. About 16 
people attended, spread over 2 tables, although some familiar faces remained 
conspicuous by their absence. Hopefully, 
warmer weather will see them return. 
 
CHELSEA TRIP 
By the time you read this, the Chelsea Trip 

(Tuesday 8 Nov) may have happened. If you relied on this Newsletter to remind you 
of it – tough. 
 

It is curious that physical courage should be so common in the world, 
 and moral courage so rare.  Mark Twain 

 



REBUS CLUB OF PALMERSTON NORTH  

Cross Hills Garden, Kimbolton, has a superb display of 

rhododendrons.  There are also notable trees and under-plantings.  A walk, 

or perhaps a ride on a visitor ‘train’, through the extensive garden in a rural 

setting, is a sheer delight at this time of year.  Our club’s recent, most 

enjoyable visit was followed by lunch at the café in Hansen’s General Store 

building (opened in the late 1800s in Kimbolton, then known as 

Birmingham).   

Our Christmas Lunch will be held on 8 

December at Wharerata, Massey University.  The function centre, originally the Russell 

homestead, is delightful. 

The Guest Speaker at our November meeting was Phillippa Williamson who was on the 

staff of a ‘Door of Hope’ Orphanage, Johannesburg.  Formed in 1999, there are now 

three of these orphanages that provide loving care for abandoned babies until they are 

adopted, 1762 babies have been saved.  The orphanages are staffed by volunteers from 

around the world, who pay all their own living costs and travel.  Phillippa described the 

daily routines, and now fundraises for the orphanages.                           Dean Halford, President and Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF MT HOBSON  
October guest speaker – Bronwyn Groot - “Fraud  Hurt”. 
Bronwyn introduced her presentation by stating there are three not two 
inevitabilities in modern life – death, taxes, and scams. And yes, fraud does hurt. 
In 2017 Netsafe reported that the financial loss from scams was some $10 
million. In 2018 this had increase to $33 million. A 300-400% increase in scams 
noted internationally. Rule one – never click on a link or ring the phone number 
offered. Check the company directly and ring that number. And remember that 
banks, service providers and government departments will never ask you to 
confirm your details in this manner. If they do it is a scam. One of the most 
persistent scams has been the Spark scam; generally asking you to confirm 

personal details to avoid losing your internet connection. Be aware of how often you release your private information 
without realizing it. A classic case is the number of boarding passes passengers leave on a plane. These contain all sorts 
of information of value to a scammer, including electronic linkages.       Don Bunting, President and Newsletter Editor. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
WAIKANAE MILLENNIUM REBUS CLUB INC  
 

Ken and Marguerite Thomas being inducted by President Joan 

Farrow. On the left is their proposer Lorraine Wootton. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CHINESE BANQUET AT THE  

“EASTERN EGRET” 

David Goggin, Newsletter Editor. 
 
 



REBUS CLUB OF UPPER HUTT INC  MYSTERY TRIP – WED. 28 OCTOBER 2020 

Thanks to Colleen & David Scott and Gay Haste 

and her team for their planning and organisation 

and for exceeding pre-trip expectations of a well-

kept secret about where to for the Upper Hutt 

Rebus trip and what 45 participants will see, hear, 

experience, enjoy? 

From first stop at the new Johnsonville Library to 
Parks & Gardens, a fine Piano recital at St Andrews 
on The Terrace, a “picnic” lunch in the comfort of 
the Sea Cadet’s facility at Evans Bay. After that a 
return through Wellington CBD for a visit to St 

Mary of the Angels Basilica for a project manager’s overview of the massive and successful 
restoration work that was undertaken to meet earthquake safety requirements. Back to 
Upper Hutt from a great trip.    Our driver, John, navigated narrow streets with care and kept 

to the times set.                                                    John Hanning, Newsletter Editor and Lesley Christie, Secretary. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REBUS CLUB OREWA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maureen Grigg, Bulletin Editor. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CAMBRIDGE MEN’S REBUS CLUB  

Guest Speaker at the November meeting was Sir Roger Douglas. In his 

inimitable style, Sir Roger shared his views on a range of topics, with 

the main focus being on his “blueprint” for solving the exponentially 

growing problems we face as a nation in funding the retirement and 

medical costs of an aging population. Sir Roger’s model envisages that 

current working populations would effectively self-fund their future 

retirement and future medical costs, thereby removing the burden 

from a decreasing working proportion of the population – a kind of 

“save as you go” arrangement that he believes would remove the 

present unfunded future costs governments (and therefore future taxpayers) face. It is an ambitious scheme, but one, 

in Sir Roger’s own words, that does not “have a snowball’s” chance of being implemented. As could be expected, Sir 

Roger was on the receiving end of some of the farming members present.                                                       Nigel Slater. 

 

“Behind every great man is a woman rolling her eyes” Jim Carrey 



COMBINED REBUS SCLUB OF PARAPARAUMU BEACH INC 
Gardenias: November’s trip was a visit to a large property on Ngarara 
Road. The owner moved into the property 3 years ago and has made many 
changes. There are lots of very tall, mature trees, roses, rhododendrons, 
maples and abutilon (Chinese lantern). This garden is still growing and 
changing, and it will be a pleasure to visit again! 
 
The 10-minute address was by Barry Stanway, recalling a trip to Europe in 
August last year with his son. Barry told us in particular about their visit to 
three palaces. Buckingham Palace sounds very commercialised these days; 
there is a basic entry fee to the palace, but a visit to other parts of it (e.g. 
the garden) come with extra charges. The 17th century Palace of 

Nymphenburg is located in Munich. Strangely, the architects all appear to have been Italian. The Palace of Versailles 
was also built in the 17th century albeit with French architects! 
 
Our Guest Speaker was Peter Avery from the Shoreline Cinema in Waikanae. He has spent a very large part of his life 
involved with just about every aspect of the film world, except acting! He was part of the production team that worked 
on “The Last Samurai”, shot largely in Taranaki and as such came into contact with Tom Cruise, the star of the film. 
About 10 years ago he had the opportunity to take a stake in Shoreline Cinema and has never regretted it. They 
certainly put on an impressive programme of films, to which our Film Interest Group can attest.         Steve Hutchison. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PUKENAMU REBUS CLUB INC, WANGANUI 

Guest Speaker Sir Robert Martin’s IHC story was inspirational.  He was sent to the 
Kimberley Centre at 18mths old when his mum had two choices; bring him up without 
help or send him to an institution and forget about him.  When released in 1972 with little 
education Sir Robert taught himself by “reading books and more books.”  In his mid-
twenties he helped in closing down NZ’s institutions, and has played a leading role 
advocating for disability rights. In 2003 he was appointed Inclusion International’s 
representative at the United 
Nations.   
Club Speaker Allan Raisin spoke 
about the three years that he 
and Kathy were the Property 
Managers of a Gold Coast 

apartment block.  They bought an apartment, worked hard 
and received the income from letting some of the other 
holiday apartments.  
 
The October dining out at The Grand Bar and Restaurant was a huge success.        Helen Goldfinch, Newsletter Editor. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
KOWHAI REBUS CUB OF BETHLEHAM  

Happy Birthday to us! 
Sid and Gil Pavett cutting into our 
beautiful 10th birthday cake. 
 
Christmas Dinner 10th December, Daniels in the Park. 
Arrive by 5.45pm so we can be seated by 6pm as we have a full evening of 
Entertainment, Food, Drinks and Surprises. 
 
Don’t forget your decorated Christmas Hats. These will be judged later in evening. 
We will all have a lovely evening of Xmas Cheer, fun, laughter and wonderful fellowship.                                                                                             
Lisa Sutherland, Newsletter Editor.  

 

A true friend never gets in the way unless you happen to be going down. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



REBUS CLUB OF FEILDING  
Bus Trip to Kapiti:  

Early in November 2020, 33 members travelled out to Murrayfield for a morning 

tea or coffee break with delicious scones and muffins.  We travelled down to 

Southwards Car Museum for a wander through the amazing collection of 

vehicles & memorabilia.  70’s vehicles 

were downstairs and the motorbikes on 

the mezzanine floor. We then went on to 

Paraparaumu Beach waterfront for lunch 

at Club Vista, where members ordered 

from the menu whilst enjoying the view of Kapiti Island. We finished the day with 

a tour of the Kapiti Chocolate Factory in Raumati South, where we were given a 

demonstration of handmade filled chocolates. Most people bought from the shop 

before we headed back to Feilding via the new Whirokino trestle bridge near 

Foxton.  Everyone enjoyed their day out.                                                               Lyn Jensen, Newsletter Editor. 

___________________________________________________________________________  

WOMEN’S REBUS CLB OF WAIKANAE  
November Speaker, Maria Brocklebank 
Maria makes and markets natural oils.  An attraction of her products is the health 
benefits for both young and old through their antifungal and antibacterial 
properties.  Maria makes everything herself and sells from her property in 
Otaihanga.  Her customers are usually people looking for natural products with 
no harm being done to animals. The packaging is sustainable and some containers 
reusable. Her products include oils, candles, hair shampoo and conditioner and 
moisturisers. 
Christmas Lunch: Our next gathering will be our Christmas Lunch on 10 December 

at Parkwood Plateau.  You will be welcomed at the door with the offer of a glass 

of wine or fruit juice.                                                                                                           Mary Paddock, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF RIVERSIDE HAMILTON  
Cornerstone Alpaca Stud Visit                                                                   Shaw’s Bird Park Visit 

 
Members visited Shaw’s Bird Park recently and met both indigenous and exotic avian wildlife up close and personal – 
from a ruru (morepork) to a peacock (of which there is reportedly now a “plague” here - 17). There is a lovely tree-
lined paved walk around the ponds, home to many waterfowl.                                                 David Swain, Bulletin Editor 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
REBUS CLUB OF HIBISCUS COAST  
 
The Rebus Ramblers walking group have continued to keep active during November.  This activity group is a joint 
venture with Rebus Club of Gulf Harbour and is co-ordinated by Peter Odendaal. 
 
Early in the month two of the group stretched their legs and walked the Heaphy Track. There was plenty of bonding 
on this trip which was undertaken by club members Steve Waller and Garth Dutton, who were accompanied by Garth’s 
daughter Stacey and her friend Brad. 
 



Garth and Steve                                                       Garth, Stacey, Brad and Steve 
 
Suffice to say we made it and are still in one piece.                                                               Garth Dutton, Bulletin Editor. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
And that brings to an end the last edition of Club News for 2020.  Many thanks to all the Clubs who have sent in 
contributions, not just for this edition, but throughout the year. They are always greatly appreciated. 
 
By the time we all get back together again next year we will be thinking about the Annual General Meeting in May, 
and Taupo Moana Rebus Club will hopefully have the opportunity to host the function which had to be cancelled in 
2020.  The AGM is a wonderful excuse for a weekend away and to get to meet like-minded folk from Rebus Clubs 
around the country.  It is also your chance to “have your say”. 
 
Finally I would like to wish you all a very happy, peaceful, and enjoyable Christmas, till we meet again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Jean 
     Editor – Club News 
 

 

 
 



 
 


